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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Making Space for Women: towards a new public artwork for Glasgow

Where are all the statues of women in Scotland? Why are there no street-names commemorating great Scottish heroines?  Why are the landmarks of women’s achievements ‘invisible’ in our civic landscape? 

Rumbling in the background of discussions about civic pride, regeneration and the boom in local and social history research, these questions have now begun to be addressed in a pioneering public art project which aims to put women firmly on the civic map.

Inspired by Glasgow Women’s Library’s (GWL) planned move to the prestigious Mitchell Library, funding from the Scottish Arts Council’s Public Art Fund has enabled the appointment of three new team members to GWL, to begin work on the Making Space project.  The team comprises internationally renowned artists, Nicky Bird and Shauna McMullan, and Project Coordinator and Adviser Fiona Dean. Over the next 6 months, these women will work with GWL staff, volunteers, Library users and learners to research the possibilities of a new public artwork. 
.

As GWL’s Lifelong Learning and Creative Development Manager Adele Patrick noted, “there are still only three statues of women in Glasgow and only one of those is a Glaswegian woman, the 19th Century benefactor Isabella Elder.”  Amidst enthusiasm, understanding of the need to work towards a new public artwork through a creative process with artists led to the development of Making Space, with its aims of involving GWL staff and learners in steering the direction of a Public Art Brief, and maximising opportunities to learn from artists’ processes of investigation and collaboration.
The Scottish Arts Council’s support enables an initial, vital creative and developmental phase, which will culminate in the brief for a new artwork, a public exhibition of the artists’ investigations, and a related discussion event on ideas around site-specific public artworks. 

As part of the proposed move to the Mitchell Library complex, the Women’s Library has been working with the award winning Gareth Hoskins Architects on plans for the expansion and refurbishment of the former Anderston Library, and expects to relocate to these premises during the next 18 months. Having already raised a quarter of the £1.2 million needed for this development, a major new fundraising initiative –  Women on the Shelf – is underway, which offers the opportunity for anyone to sponsor a book, a shelf or an entire Library section and dedicate it to a woman of their choice.

After this initial phase of Making Space goes public in May 2010, further funding will be sought to make an ambitious public art work, for both the Women’s Library and for Glasgow, a reality.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

Since its launch in 1991, GWL has been working to highlight the absence of women’s histories in both Glasgow and Scotland and has developed a range of innovative learning projects, programmes and activities, including its groundbreaking women’s heritage walks now being developed nationwide. Unique in Scotland, it houses library and archive collections and artefacts that record and celebrate women’s achievements. 

Adele Patrick, Fiona Dean, Shauna McMullan and Nicky Bird are available for interview and / or photographs.

Making Space Team Brief Biographies:

Shauna McMullan: Shauna studied Fine Art in Cheltenham, England followed by a Masters Degree at Glasgow School of Art and The School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has received a number of awards including a Scottish Arts Council Scholarship at the British School at Rome and residencies at the NIFCA (Nordic Institute for Contemporary Art) in the Faroe Islands and Triangle Artist Workshop in Karachi, Pakistan.  Her work has been shown nationally and internationally at major museums and permanent public commissions include 'Windborne' for The Meteorological Office, Exeter and Travelling the Distance for The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, Scotland. Shauna currently works as a part time lecturer in the Dept. of Sculpture and Environmental Art at Glasgow School of Art.
Nicky Bird: Nicky completed her practice-led PhD at Leeds University in 1999 investigating the contemporary relevance of found photographs, the hidden histories of archives and specific sites. Her work explores a key question: what is our relationship to the past, and what is the value we ascribe to it? Nicky has undertaken major photographic commissions, including at Stills, Edinburgh, Beneath the surface / Hidden Place, which is currently touring across Scotland. A number of residencies have influenced her work such as Dimbola Lodge, home of the pioneering photographer Julia Margaret Cameron (2000), leading to the publication Tracing Echoes (2001), Alongside residencies, exhibitions, and contributions to arts journalism, Nicky has lectured at both undergraduate and PhD levels and is currently a PhD Co-Coordinator at Glasgow School of Art.
Fiona Dean: Fiona Studied Fine Art at the Glasgow School of Art and competed her PhD at Stirling university’s Institute of Education, which looked at issues of social class and inclusion to visual arts practice. She has received a number of awards to support research into public art and learning, including Churchill and Wingate Fellowships to allow travel to the USA investigating partnership working between educational institutions and diverse localities and has published a number of research reports and articles on the learning potential of artists’ strategies of interaction. Fiona has worked in a range of community and higher education contexts, and currently works freelance as fugitivespaces, from which she has developed a range of artist-led research and development projects. 
